BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY File: 9.7.9
SHARON SPRINGS CENTRAL SCHOOL Adopted: 07/07/92

Reviewed: 03/09/20
Page 1 of 2

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION

English as a Second Language Entitlements

The Sharon Springs Central School District Board of Education establishes that students who
attend the Sharon Springs Central School who by reason of foreign birth or ancestry have limited
English language proficiency shall be offered and provided with a transitional bilingual education
or free-standing English as a Second Language (ESL) program. The purpose of the services
offered shall be to ensure that every student attending the Sharon Springs Central School who
has limited English proficiency receives appropriate schooling in the English language and in all
curriculum areas, and also that every such student is able to participate fully in extracurricular
activities and programs offered by the Board to all other students.

English Language Leaners” (ELL) Defined

For purposes of this policy, the English Language Learner” (ELL) classification shall apply solely
to any student who, by reason of foreign birth or ancestry and who has been identified as a Non-
Proficient English Language Learner by using the test instrument approved by the Commissioner
of Education.

Administrative Requlations

The Superintendent of Schools shall develop regulations that ensure attainment by the District of
the educational objectives stated in Paragraph 1, above, and compliance with all statutory and
regulatory requirements.

V. Parental Notification

A. INITIAL NOTIFICATION TO PARENTS

The parent or guardian of any student designated as ELL shall be informed by appropriate
District personnel of the student’s placement in a bilingual education or ESL program. Such
notification shall be in English or in a language that the parent or guardian understands. The
student’s parent or guardian shall also be informed of alternative program options, including
that of not having the student placed in a bilingual program, and of the conditions under which
these may be chosen for the student.
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B. ANNUAL MEETINGS WITH PARENTS

Appropriate District personnel shall make an effort to meet at least anually during the school
year with the parent or guardian of each ELL student. The purpose of such meeting shall be to
discuss the students’ needs and progress.

V. Authorization To Seek Variance

Upon providing prior notice to the Board of her/his intention to act under this section, and after the
occurrence of one regularly scheduled Board meeting subsequent to the provision of such notice,
unless authorization shall have been withheld by a vote of the Board, the Superintendent shall be
deemed authorized to seek a variance from the Commissioner of Education of any program
requirement set forth in the Commissioner's Regulations concerning services for pupils with
limited English proficiency whenever it is her/his judgment that such a variance is warranted for
the District. In making such a request the Superintendent shall demonstrate that the
Commissioner’s granting of a variance would be consistent with Education Law Sec. 3204, and
also that the granting of a variance will enable the school or the District to implement a program
designed to provide excellence in education that is substantially equivalent to a program that
meets all requirements of the provision or provisions for which a variance is being sought.
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